[image: image2.png]-

i

United Nations
Educational, Scientific and
Cultural Organization

Organisation
des Nations Unies

pour I'éducation,

la science et la culture

Organizacion
de las Naciones Unidas

para la Educacién,

la Ciencia y la Cultura

Opranunsaums
O6beanHeHHbIX Haumin no

BOMNpocam o6pa3oBaHus,

HayKu U KynbTypbl

Basiall aa¥l Laliis
Ll f.muj T yall
KEEHAET.
BlL22 K Ak 2 40





- 2 -


	Communication and Information Sector
Division of Freedom of Expression and Media Development
The Director 
 14 November 2011
Ref.:DIR/CI/FEM/2011/1 



Debate on “Right to Know Day” or “Right to Information Day”
UNESCO works to advance the right to freedom of expression which is internationally recognized as including the “right to seek, receive and impart information and ideas…”.
 This mission informs the programmes of the  Communication-Information Sector which have the over-arching objective of “building inclusive knowledge societies”, including promoting the broad right to freedom of expression, which includes access to information and knowledge.  

UNESCO has recently been asked by the Africa Information and Media Summit (AIMS) to “endorse, through its General Conference, the ‘African Platform on Access to Information’ and the proclamation of 28 September as International Right to Information Day, also recommending the endorsement of this International Day by the United Nations General Assembly, as a date to raise awareness about the importance of the right of access to information throughout the world.”

However, it is not strictly speaking correct for the website ‘freedominfo.org’ to write in regard to AIMS: “According to attendees [at the conference], the word “information” was intentionally substituted for “know” during the drafting of the declaration. UNESCO officials reportedly preferred “Access to Information Day,” but civil society groups insisted on beginning with “Right” to emphasize that access to information is a UN-decreed human right.”

To our knowledge, the proposal for “Access to Information Day” was advanced by civil society group, Highway Africa, on the basis of the argument that while “access” presupposed a legal right, such a situation did not necessarily guarantee practical means of access. In the Highway Africa perspective, “access” would be an umbrella concept that would also bring in a wider range of stakeholders, and this perspective in fact informed the nomenclature of the conference and its declaration. 

UNESCO itself does not have a specific position on the nomenclature, but it will be responding to the PACAI request to support 28 September as “International Right to Information Day”. The next General Conference of the organization will only be in 2013, but meanwhile the Communication and Information Sector will continue to work with stakeholders to promote rights and access to information through activities such as research, meetings, publications and advice to policy-makers. 
The Sector is already been highly active in these matters. In recent times, this has included being a partner in the September 17-19 Pan African Conference on Access to Information; convening (with Transparency Morocco) a conference on 20 October on freedom of information; publishing the book “Freedom of Information: A comparative legal survey”
, promoting media and information literacy
 and open education resources.



Yours sincerely
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Guy Berger, Director: Freedom of Expression and Media Development



� http://www.unesco.org/new/en/communication-and-information/freedom-of-expression/freedom-of-information/


� http://www.pacaia.org/images/pdf/apai%20final.pdf


� http://www.freedominfo.org/2011/11/right-to-know-day-or-right-to-information-day/
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� � HYPERLINK "http://portal.unesco.org/ci/en/ev.php-URL_ID=26072&URL_DO=DO_TOPIC&URL_SECTION=201.html" �http://portal.unesco.org/ci/en/ev.php-URL_ID=26072&URL_DO=DO_TOPIC&URL_SECTION=201.html�


� http://www.unesco.org/new/en/communication-and-information/access-to-knowledge/information-literacy/


� http://www.unesco.org/new/en/communication-and-information/access-to-knowledge/open-educational-resources/







