
Freedom of Information Regulations, 5759-1999  

Under my authority, under Sections 4,5, and 19 of the Freedom of Information law, (5758-1998) 

(hereafter – “the law”), and with the approval of the Knesset Constitution, Law, and Justice 

Committee, I enact the following regulations: 

1. Definitions in these regulations –  

 

“Post Office” - as defined in the Post Authority Law (5746-1986), except for post office 

box;  

“the past year” – the year preceding the year in which the report was published; “the 

current year” – the year in which the report was published;  

“public library” – as defined in the Public Libraries Law (5735-1975);  

however, in a local authority with more than one public library, the main public library, 

as determined by the local authority.  

2. Publication of the list of public authorities  

A. The government shall regularly publish on the government Internet site the list of 

public authorities, as stipulated in Section 4 (A) of the law. 

B. The government shall publish every year the list of public authorities in the 

Official Gazette of the Israeli government. 

C. The government shall distribute every year the list of public authorities: 

i. To the Knesset Library; 

ii. To the National Library and the university library: two copies; 

iii. To a public library in every local authority; 

iv. To the district offices of the information center; 

v. To the Israel Postal Authority: a number of copies, sufficient for 

distribution to post offices. 

 

3. Providing administrative guidelines for public perusal. 

 

The public authority shall provide for public perusal the administrative guidelines written 

as stipulated in Section 6 (A) of the law, as updated from time to time, in the main office 

and the district offices, if any, unless the authority has established other reading places 

providing convenient access to the public; these places shall be included in the 

information contained in the list of authorities under Section 4 of the law, and in the 

annual report of the public authority.  

4. Providing of access to the public by a local authority  

 

A local authority shall provide to the public the list of public authorities, as stipulated in 

Section 4 (B) of the law, and also the authority’s bylaws, in the most up-to-date version, 

as follows: 

1. In the offices of the local authority; 



2. In a public library in the jurisdiction of the local authority. 

 

5. Date of publication of the annual report  

 

A public authority’s annual report shall be published no later than July 1 of each year.  

6. Content of the annual report  

 

The annual report of a public authority shall include the following, among other things: 

0. A detailed description of the structure of the authority, its sections, units, and 

support units, and the names of its senior officeholders heading the sections, units, 

and support units of the authority; 

1. A description of the public authority’s fields of responsibility; 

2. The address of the public authority, and methods of contacting it, including the 

addresses of the person responsible, under Section 3 of the law, and of other 

officeholders charged with handling public inquiries, and ways of contacting 

them; 

3. For units of the public authority providing public services – their geographical 

locations, their addresses, and ways of contacting all the branches of the units; 

4. A review of the public authority’s main activities during the past year; 

5. A review of the main activities planned for the current year; 

6. The public authority’s budget for the past year; 

7. A list of the public authority’s expenses during the past year, according to budget 

item; 

8. The public authority’s budget for the current year; 

9. A list of brochures and booklets containing public information published by the 

public authority during the past year; 

10. The places and times for perusing the written administrative guidelines under 

which the public authority operates, as listed in Section 6 of the law; 

11. A description of the public authority’s databases, including their purposes, 

registered under the Protection of Privacy Law (5741-1981); 

12. Funds and scholarships financed by the public authority; 

13. Aid given by the public authority to public institutions during the past year, 

including a list of the institutions’ names, and the extent of aid given to each of 

them; 

14. For a government ministry – a list of the laws the implementation of which is 

under the responsibility of the minister heading the ministry, and a list of the 

public authorities and corporations, the activities of which the ministry is 

responsible for; 

15. For a local authority – the places and times for perusing its bylaws. 

 

7. Report by the person responsible  

 



The report by the person responsible for implementing the law in the public authority will 

include the following items: 

0. The number of requests for information submitted during the past year; 

1. The number of requests for information that were answered during the past year, 

the number of those granted, and the number of those refused, or granted in part, 

classed according to the grounds listed in the law for not providing information; 

2. The proportion of requests answered at the various times determined under 

Section 7 of the law; 

3. The number of appeals filed against decisions of the person responsible; 

4. A summary of the decisions on appeals filed against the decisions of the person 

responsible, and which are of public importance. 

 

8. Publication of an annual report  

 . An annual report of a public authority shall be available for perusal by the public 

in the main office of the public authority, and at the district offices, if any. 

A. A public authority, except for a local authority and a corporation controlled by a 

local authority, shall send a copy of its annual report to the following destinations: 

i. To the State Archives; 

ii. To the Knesset Library; 

iii. To the National Library and the university library – two copies; 

iv. To a public library in each local authority with more than 5,000 residents. 

B. A public authority that is a local authority or corporation controlled by a local 

authority shall send a copy of its annual report to the public library in its 

jurisdiction. 

C. A public authority that is a government ministry shall publish a copy of its annual 

report on the ministry’s Internet site; any other public authority having an Internet 

site shall publish a copy of its annual report on that Internet site within a year of 

the date on which the Internet site is put into operation. 

D. An annual report shall be made available for perusal under this regulation for a 

year from the day it is published, unless a revised report is published; if a report is 

published through the Internet, a public authority is entitled to revise it from time 

to time during that year. 

E. A public authority shall provide a copy of its annual report upon request, and is 

entitled to charge for producing the copy. 

 

9. Restrictions on publication  

 

Despite anything stated in these regulations, an annual report of a public authority shall 

not include information excluded from publication under Section 9 (A) of the law; and 

such annual report is not obliged in include information that the public authority is not 

obligated to report according to Section 9 (B) of the law; this restriction shall be noted in 

the annual report.  



10. Inception  

 . Except for Regulation 2 (C) (5), this regulation shall become effective on the day 

the law becomes effective. 

A. Regulation 2 (C) (5) shall become effective on 23 Tevet 5760 (January 1, 2000.) 

1. The first report under Regulation 5 shall be published no later than 28 Sivan 5760 (July 1, 

2000.) 


