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Brussels, 3 March 2004

Meeting of the Bureau and Co-ordinators

Brussels, ASP 3E3

Thursday, 3 March 2004

DRAFT MINUTES

The meeting opened at 10:15 on Thursday 3 March 2004,

with Mrs. Christa Randzio-Plath, committee chairperson, in the chair.

1.  Adoption of the draft agenda.

The draft agenda was adopted in the form shown in these minutes.

2.    Communications by the Chair.
       

 There were no communications by the chair.

3.    Discussion on the EIB report with the rapporteur

Following a letter of 20 February sent by the Chair, Mrs. Randzio-Plath, to Mrs. Ridruejo (EPP/E), rapporteur of the own-initiative report on the European Investment Bank (EIB), the coordinators held an exchange of views with the Mrs. Ridruejo. Concerns were expressed about the way the draft report was leaked to the Spanish press before Members had even had a chance to look at it in their own language and before it had been discussed in Committee. In addition, the radical character of the opinions expressed in the draft report was also noted and the need to have an in-depth debate on the assertions expressed in the report. In view of this, and of the lack of time available until the end of the legislature, the coordinators envisaged diverse possibilities, and the general orientation chosen by the coordinators of EPP, PSE, ELDR and EDD was a postponement of the debate to the next legislative term.

Taking into account that this report is to be discussed in Committee on 15-16 March, the Committee on Economic and Monetary Affairs will take its decision at the end of the Committee debate.

4.    Any other business.

There was no other business.

The meeting closed at 11:15.

The following were present:

Members: Christa Randzio-Plath, Robert Goebbels, Othmar Karas, Johannes Blokland, Monica Ridruejo.

Representatives of the political groups:  Botella (PPE-DE), Scheinert (PPE-DE), Garnier (PSE), Soewarta (ELDR), Denkinger (V/ALE). 

Secretariat: Berton, Puente.

*  * * * * * *
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